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*** PRESS RELEASE *** 

 
Great Neck, N.Y., April 26th, 2026 
 
 

The Great Neck Water Pollution Control District held its 17th biannual 'Shed the Meds' event 
 
 
The Great Neck Water Pollution Control District (GNWPCD) successfully hosted its 17th semiannual Shed the 
Meds event at District headquarters on April 26, marking another strong turnout from the community. A total of 
234 vehicles participated, resulting in the safe collection of more than 514 pounds of unused or expired 
medications. In addition, residents filled seventeen 17-gallon containers with medical sharps. 
 
Over the past nine years, the Shed the Meds initiative has grown into a vital environmental program, with the 
District collecting more than four tons of pharmaceuticals and sharps to date. The event remains one of the few 
opportunities on Long Island where residents can properly dispose of medical sharps, as most police precincts 
and healthcare facilities do not accept them. 
 
“This event continues to show just how engaged and environmentally conscious our community is,” said 
GNWPCD Commissioner Patty Katz. “Every pound of medication and every container of sharps we collect 
represents a step toward protecting our waterways and public health. We’re grateful to our residents for making 
this program such a continued success.” 
 
The biannual event is held in partnership with Nassau County Police, Reach Out America, the Key Club at Great 
Neck North High School, and several local villages, including the Village of Great Neck, Village of Great Neck 
Estates, Village of Great Neck Plaza, Village of Kensington, Village of Kings Point, Village of Lake Success, 
Village of Saddle Rock, and the Village of Thomaston. The program aims to protect local water sources and 
educate the public about the risks of flushing pharmaceuticals and disposing them safely. 
 
Town of North Hempstead Supervisor Jennifer DeSena and Legislator Mazi Pilip were also in attendance, 
assisting District officials with the collection and proper disposal of materials. 
 

 
About the Great Neck Water Pollution Control District 
 
The Great Neck Water Pollution Control District is a commissioner-run special district within the Town of North 
Hempstead. Established in 1914, the GNWPCD provides wastewater treatment services to more than 25,000 
residents and businesses in the villages of Great Neck, Saddle Rock, and Kensington, as well as portions of 
Thomaston, Great Neck Plaza, and surrounding unincorporated areas. The District’s mission is to protect public 
health while safeguarding local waterways and the environment. 
 
 
For additional information and updates about the Great Neck Water Pollution Control District, please 
visit  www.gnwpcd.net or call the office at 516-482-0238 
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From left to right: Superintendent Chris Murphy, Officer Ray LaJara, Commissioners Mark Berger, Patty Katz, 
Town Supervisor Jennifer DeSena 
 
 

 
From left to right: Nassau County Legislator Mazi Melesa Pilip, Commissioner Steve Reiter, Plant Supervisor 
John Keating, Superintendent Chris Murphy, and Commissioner Patty Katz. 
  


