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*** PRESS RELEASE ***

Great Neck, N.Y., January 30th, 2026

Mark Berger Elected Chairman of the Great Neck Water Pollution Control District

At the Great Neck Water Pollution Control District's board meeting held earlier this month,
Commissioner Mark Berger was unanimously elected Chairman by his fellow members of the District
Board.

Chairman Berger has served on the GNWPCD Board since 2024 and assumes the role following a
year marked by significant operational, infrastructure, and community-focused achievements.

“'m honored by the trust my colleagues have placed in me,” said Chairman Berger. “The District had

an exceptionally productive year, and I'm proud to step into this role as we continue building on that
momentum in service to the Great Neck community.”

OVER 100 YEARS OF PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT


mailto:cmannino@gnwpcd.net

During 2025, the District completed several major projects made possible through county grant funding,
including a comprehensive upgrade to its environmental laboratory, allowing for expanded on-site
testing and faster, more efficient treatment decisions. The District also installed advanced video
surveillance and security systems at eight pumping stations, strengthening protection of critical
infrastructure, and added a state-of-the-art vactor truck to enhance sewer maintenance and emergency
response capabilities.

The District also advanced its technology and communications efforts in 2025, migrating data to secure
cloud-based systems to meet New York State cybersecurity requirements and launching a new website
and online permit portal to improve accessibility and transparency for residents.

In addition to infrastructure improvements, public engagement and education were a major focus of the
past year. Chairman Berger was particularly involved in welcoming local students to the District’s
wastewater treatment facility, helping lead tours for fourth-grade classes, high school environmental
science students, and community groups. These tours reintroduced hands-on public education at the
plant and offered students a firsthand look at the science, engineering, and environmental stewardship
behind wastewater treatment.

“Opening our doors to students and showing them how wastewater treatment really works is one of the
most rewarding parts of this job,” Berger said. “It's important that young people understand how
essential this work is to protecting our waterways and public health.”

As Chairman, Berger will serve alongside Commissioners Patty Katz and Steve Reiter, as well as
District Superintendent Christopher Murphy and the District’s staff, overseeing daily operations and
long-term planning for the District.

“My priority is to ensure that we continue operating efficiently, responsibly, and transparently,” Berger
added. “I continue to be impressed every day by the work that our team does to protect the health of
our community and our environment.”

About the Great Neck Water Pollution Control District

The Great Neck Water Pollution Control District is a commissioner-run special district within the Town
of North Hempstead. Established in 1914, the GNWPCD provides wastewater treatment services to
more than 25,000 residents and businesses in the villages of Great Neck, Saddle Rock, and
Kensington, as well as portions of Thomaston, Great Neck Plaza, and surrounding unincorporated
areas. The District’s mission is to protect public health while safeguarding local waterways and the
environment.



