
District Receives $640,000 in County Grants
The Great Neck Water Pollution Control District received its largest grant ever from Nassau County. Thanks to the efforts of 
County Executive Bruce Blakeman, County Legislator Mazi Melesa Pilip and County Comptroller Elaine Phillips the District 

received $640,000 in grants for two critical projects.
We received $400,000 to upgrade the District’s 
environmental laboratory. This laboratory is used by the 
District for the proper testing of wastewater to check for 
pathogenic and disease-causing bacteria to ensure that 
this is never discharged into Manhasset Bay. In addition, 
the lab will continue to be used for COVID and Polio 
testing as part of New York State’s testing program.
We received an additional $240,000 for the purchase 
of enhanced security systems at the District’s Pump 
Stations. This level of sophisticated security is vital in 
today's municipal facilities, considering the potential for 
vandalism and terror-related attacks that have occurred 
in other areas of the country.
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SEE IMPORTANT VOTING AND LOCATION INFORMATION ON PAGE 3

Great Neck Water Pollution Control District 
Chairman Steve Reiter, second from right; 
Commissioners Mark Berger, far left, and Patty 
Katz; and Superintendent Christopher Murphy, 
far right; were joined by U.S. Representative Tom 
Suozzi, third from left, New York Governor Kathy 
Hochul, New York State Assemblywoman Gina 
Sillitti and Jerry Kremer of Empire Government 
Strategies to celebrate the tremendous strides the 
District has made over the past few years with the 
help of state funding. 

Governor and Local Officials Celebrate 
Completion of Plant Upgrades
Great Neck Water Pollution Control District officials recently welcomed New 
York Governor Kathy Hochul, U.S. Representative Tom Suozzi and New 
York State Assemblywoman Gina Sillitti to the District plant to celebrate the  
completion of three projects.
Not long ago, state officials secured a $12.29 million grant for three 
improvement projects at the plant. The first of these projects was the 
GNWPCD's Grease Receiving Station, the first and only one of its kind in 
Nassau County. This facility allows the District to receive brown grease from 
restaurants and commercial kitchens, which is processed and fed to the 
second of the grant projects; an anaerobic digester upgrade. The grease 
enhances the anaerobic digestion process, and by doing so, the three 
digesters produce twice the methane gas as they had before. 
The methane gas is then used to fuel the third project, the microturbine 
installation, consisting of three small jet engines which produce electricity 
as they spin. The microturbine facility supplies 50% of the District's electrical 
needs to power the facility and 100% of its heating requirements. This 
resulted in utility savings of over $300,000 in 2023, helping to keep money 
in taxpayers' wallets and reduce the plant’s dependence on the electrical 
grid.  



The Great Neck Water Pollution Control District held its 14th semiannual 
Shed the Meds event at the District headquarters on October 27th.  
Great Neck residents once again continued to support the District’s effort 
to keep harmful medications out of our sewers, landfills and bays by 
disposing of them in a safe manner. 
228 cars collectively dropped off 375 lbs. of unused or expired 
pharmaceuticals and enough medical sharps to fill twelve 17-gallon 
containers. 
The District has now collected over 3 tons of unused pharmaceuticals 
and medical sharps since 2017. Most local police precincts, healthcare 
locations, and other pharmaceutical take back events do not accept 
sharps, so the District’s Shed the Meds event provided residents with a 
unique opportunity to safely dispose of them.

Community Supports Shed the Meds Event 
Once Again

From left to right:                                   
Commissioners Patty 
Katz, Mark Berger 
and Steve Reiter, 
and Nassau County 
Legislator Mazi Melesa 
Pilip.

From left to right:                                                                                             
NY State 
Assemblywoman Gina 
Sillitti, Commissioner 
Steve Reiter, Nassau 
County Legislator 
Mazi Melesa Pilip, 
Commissioner 
Patty Katz and 
Commissioner Berger.

On October 15th The Great Neck Water Pollution 
Control District celebrated a major milestone with the 
opening of its Plandome Road sewer main project, 
allowing for sewer connections by businesses on 
Plandome Road. The ribbon cutting marked the 
conclusion of one of the District's most substantial 
infrastructure expansion projects in recent history. 
Joining District officials at the ribbon cutting were 
New York State Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie and 
New York State Assemblywoman Gina Sillitti, who 
helped secure the $5,000,000 grant that made the 
project a reality. This grant enabled the District to 
complete all of the work at no cost to the District 
taxpayers.
The environmental benefits of this project are 
enormous, with over 180 businesses having their 
outdated septic systems replaced with sewers. 
Additionally, these businesses will be generating new 
revenue for the District.
This project serves as the culmination of years of 
planning and challenging work by our dedicated 
District staff and will benefit the community for years 
to come. 

NEW DISTRICT WEBSITE WILL 
IMPROVE COMMUNICATIONS FOR OUR 
RESIDENTS
We're always looking for ways to make our services as easily 
accessible as possible. By the end of the year, our new improved 
website (www.gnwpcd.net) will be available to residents.                                                      

The website will allow easy access to all necessary forms and 
documents and our new permit portal will make the process of filing 
for a permit and payments easy and convenient. 

You can also visit our website to sign up for our email list, which is the 
best way to receive information on all important District related news.
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District Cuts Ribbon On New 
Plandome Road Sewer Main



District Office, 236 East Shore Road, Great Neck.
www.gnwpcd.net 

All residents should remember that the Great Neck 
Water Pollution Control District election takes place on 
Tuesday, December 10, 2024, from 1 p.m. to 9 p.m. The 
office to be filled is that of Commissioner for a term of 
three years, beginning on January 1, 2025. The polling 
place is located at the GNWPCD headquarters.

WHO CAN VOTE?
All persons 18 years of age or older who have resided in 
the Great Neck Water Pollution Control District for a period 
of 30 days prior to the election—and who are registered 
with the Nassau County Board of Elections from their 
Great Neck Water Pollution Control District address for at 
least 23 days before the election—are eligible to vote.

WHERE CAN I VOTE?
The GNWPCD headquarters, at 236 East Shore Road, 
Great Neck, at the Vista Hill traffic light entrance.

HOW ABOUT ABSENTEE BALLOTS?
In an effort to meet the special needs of District residents, 
the Board of Commissioners will provide absentee ballots for 
the upcoming election. Applications for absentee ballots are 
currently available at the District office, 236 East Shore Road. 
Any resident unable to pick up an application should call  
(516) 482-0238 to receive a copy by mail. Those registered 
with the Nassau County Board of Elections as permanently 
disabled will automatically be sent an absentee ballot at the 
address shown on the Nassau County Board of Elections roll. 
The absentee ballot application contains complete instructions 
on who is eligible to vote and how to file. If the ballot is to 
be mailed to the voter, the last date to file for an application 
for an absentee ballot is December 3, 2024. If the ballot is to 
be picked up at the District office by the voter or their duly 
authorized agent, the last date is December 9, 2024. The 
sealed absentee ballot must be received at the District’s 
headquarters by mail, or hand delivered by an authorized agent 
to the District office before 4:00 p.m. on the date of the election.

No absentee ballots will be accepted at the polling 
location. If you have any questions, call 516-482-0238 
or visit the District website at www.gnwpcd.net.

GREAT NECK WATER POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT ELECTION 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER, 10TH 1 - 9 PM 

PLEASE NOTE: The Great Neck Water Pollution Control District election on Tuesday, December 10, 2024  
will take place at our District headquarters, located at 236 East Shore Road, Great Neck

VOTE:
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10

1 -  9 P.M.
AT 236 EAST SHORE ROAD
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From the Desk of Commissioner Reiter 
At the beginning of the year, we welcomed our newly elected Commissioner 
Mark Berger to the District. His dedication and hard work for the District’s 
residents over the ensuing months has made him a valued addition to our 
District team.
This year marked the completion of many of the projects we have discussed 
in this and prior newsletters. In addition, the District secured new bonding and 
grants necessary for critical future infrastructure projects. This will allow us to 
ensure continuous uninterrupted service, as well as build future capacity into 
our collection system, as the peninsula continues to grow.
As this newsletter goes to print, we are in the process of connecting the first of the over 180 commercial businesses on 
Plandome Road to the 3,500 ft. of new sewer pipe we installed this year and look forward to connecting many more of the 
businesses in 2025. Based on the grant we received from New York State, this project was completed at no cost to the 
District’s taxpayers and will generate new revenue for the District moving forward. A win for the environment and for our 
taxpayers.
Needless to say, none of this can be done without the dedication of our management team and staff, and we are grateful to 
them for the high quality of service that they deliver to our residents, day-in and day-out.
On behalf of my fellow Commissioners and the entire GNWPCD family, we wish you, your family, and friends a happy, 
healthy, and safe Holiday Season and New Year.

Sincerely,

Steve Reiter
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Great Neck Water Pollution Control District
236 East Shore Road, Great Neck, NY 11023
www.gnwpcd.net

Board of Commissioners
Mark Berger
Patty Katz
Steve Reiter
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GNWPCD Commissioner Steve Reiter


