
From Septic to Sewers
In April, State Assemblywoman Gina Sillitti and State Senator Anna Kaplan 
secured a $5 million state grant for the Great Neck Water Pollution Control 
District. The grant will help the District convert outdated septic systems on 
86 commercial properties along Plandome Road in Manhasset to sewers.   
This will allow the GNWPCD to bring this area into its existing infrastructure 
and will provide substantial environmental benefits to the Manhasset 
community.

Septic tank leakage 
can result in excess 
nitrogen and bacteria 
seeping into Manhasset 
Bay, threatening our 
natural environment. 
By incorporating this 
area of Manhasset into 
our infrastructure, the 
GNWPCD will be able 
to use its exceptional 
nitrogen-removal  
methods to stop this  
threat in its tracks.

Building for the Future
We are 3 years into our 5-year Capital 
Plan to replace/upgrade 7 of our 10 Pump 
Stations. To date, 3 are completed and 4 
are under construction and are due to be 
completed in the next 2 years.

This will be the final step in optimizing the 
District’s and Village of Great Neck’s former 
system into one. This will add capacity for 
anticipated new commercial and residential 
service connections, allowing for economic 
growth on the peninsula for years to come.
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GNWPCD Chairwoman Patty Katz, fourth from left; 
Commissioner Steve Reiter, far left; and Commissioner 
Jerry Landsberg, far right; were joined by state and local 
officials in celebrating a $5 million state grant for the 
GNWPCD’s Manhasset Sewer Project.

Coronavirus and 
Polio Testing for 
the State

The GNWPCD is always 
at the forefront of waste 
management technology 
on Long Island, something 
which is punctuated by its 
trailblazing effort to study 
the area’s wastewater for 
the COVID-19 and Polio 
viruses. Earlier this year, the 
District became one of the 
first wastewater treatment 
facilities on Long Island to 
participate in a new initiative 
established by Governor 
Kathy Hochul, which aims 
to detect traces of the 
Coronavirus and Polio in 
wastewater. The benefits 
of this study are an early 
means to better and more 
accurately predict case 
trends in our community.



The Great Neck Water Pollution Control 
District held its tenth semiannual Shed the 
Meds event at the District headquarters 
on October 2. Traffic steadily made its way 
through the contactless drive-thru site—
amounting to 190 cars that collectively 
dropped off 428 pounds of unused or 
expired pharmaceuticals, as well as 6 full 
containers of medical sharps. Since the 
event began six years ago, the District has 
collected over 4,000 pounds of unused 
pharmaceuticals and tens of thousands 
of medical sharps. The District’s Shed the 
Meds event is also one of the only places 
where residents can safely dispose of 
medical sharps on Long Island, as most local 
police precincts, healthcare locations and 
other pharmaceutical take back events do 
not accept these.

“Shed the Meds provides a wonderful, 
critical service to our community,” said 
GNWPCD Chairwoman Patty Katz. 
“It affords residents the opportunity to 
safely dispose unused pharmaceuticals 
and medical sharps in one close-to-home 
location. The success of this fall’s event 
serves as yet another reminder that the 
Great Neck community is environmentally-
conscious, something which stands as a 
point of pride for us at the GNWPCD.” 

GNWPCD Holds Its 10th Successful 
Shed the Meds Event

GNWPCD Chairwoman Patty Katz 
founded the District’s Shed the Meds 
program in 2017 and has led the event 
to success twice per year since.

GNWPCD Chairwoman Patty Katz, 
left; Commissioner Jerry Landsberg, 
Commissioner Steve Reiter and 
Superintendent Christopher Murphy, 
far right; were aided by New York State 
Assemblywoman Gina Sillitti, third 
from right; and Nassau County Police 
Officer Ray Lajara in collecting over 400 
pounds of unused pharmaceuticals and 
medical sharps during the GNWPCD’s 
Shed the Meds event on October 2.

Knowledge is 
Everything in the 
GNWPCD Workplace
We are proud to say that we have 
been awarded the Kenneth Herman 
Sr. Memorial Achievement Award 
from the Public Employer Risk 
Management Association (PERMA) 
for our dedication to providing 
top-tier training programs to District 
employees. Secretary to the Board 
Pamela Patterson took the lead in 
bringing these programs into the 
District, which included sensitivity 
training, active shooter training, 
harassment-prevention training  
and more.

PERMA helps provide training 
programs to roughly 500 municipal 
organizations throughout New 
York State. On average, these 
organizations use about 17 percent  
of the programs offered by PERMA. 
The GNWPCD, however, takes 
advantage of 52 percent of the 
programs, providing a wide range 
of training opportunities for its 
employees. All of these programs 
have resulted in an increase in 
morale and team cohesiveness 
among the District’s workforce. 
This not only benefits the workers 
themselves, but it has helped 
workers optimize their abilities 
to serve the more than 25,000 
residents who rely on the GNWPCD 
to ensure the health and safety of 
their natural environment.

Improving 
Communications for 
Our Residents
We’re always looking for ways 
to make our services as easily 
accessible as possible. Through our 
website, www.gnwpcd.net, residents 
can easily access necessary forms 
and documents, as well as our Permit 
Portal, making the process of filing 
for a permit as well as payments as 
convenient as possible. You can also 
visit our site to sign up for our email 
list, which is the best way to receive 
information on all important District-
related news.

Un-Bee-Lievable! 
GNWPCD Creates Haven for Pollinators

GNWPCD Chairwoman Patty Katz, far left, and Superintendent Christopher Murphy, 
far right, teamed up with Town of North Hempstead Environmental Specialist 
Meagan Fastuca, second from left, and the Green Defenders Club, which is 
led by William A. Shine Great Neck South High School students, to create a  

garden sanctuary for pollinators outside of the District headquarters. The garden, 
made up entirely of native plants, served as an excellent source of food for the many 

pollinators who call the Great Neck Peninsula home throughout the  
spring and summer.
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District Office, 236 East Shore Road, Great Neck.
www.gnwpcd.net 

All residents should remember that the Great Neck 
Water Pollution Control District election takes place on 
Tuesday, December 13, 2022, from 1 p.m. to 9 p.m. The 
office to be filled is that of Commissioner for a term of 
three years, beginning on January 1, 2023. The polling 
place is located at the GNWPCD headquarters.

WHO CAN VOTE?
All persons 18 years of age or older who have resided in 
the Great Neck Water Pollution Control District for a period 
of 30 days prior to the election—and who are registered 
with the Nassau County Board of Elections from their 
Great Neck Water Pollution Control District address for at 
least 23 days before the election—are eligible to vote.

WHERE CAN I VOTE?
The GNWPCD headquarters, at 236 East Shore Road, 
Great Neck, at the Vista Hill traffic light entrance.

HOW ABOUT ABSENTEE BALLOTS?
In an effort to meet the special needs of District residents, 
the Board of Commissioners will provide absentee ballots for 
the upcoming election. Applications for absentee ballots are 
currently available at the District office, 236 East Shore Road. 
Any resident unable to pick up an application should call  
(516) 482-0238 to receive a copy by mail. Those registered  
with the Nassau County Board of Elections as permanently 
disabled will automatically be sent an absentee ballot at the 
address shown on the Nassau County Board of Elections roll. 
The absentee ballot application contains complete instructions 
on who is eligible to vote and how to file. If the ballot is to  
be mailed to the voter, the last date to file for an application  
for an absentee ballot is December 6, 2022. If the ballot is 
to be picked up at the District office by the voter or their duly 
authorized agent, the last date is December 12, 2022.  
The sealed absentee ballot must be received at the District’s 
headquarters by mail, or hand delivered by an authorized agent 
to the District office before 4:00 p.m. on the date of the election. 

No absentee ballots will be accepted at the polling 
location. If you have any questions, call 516-482-0238 
or visit the District website at www.gnwpcd.net.

GREAT NECK WATER POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT ELECTION 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER, 13TH 1 - 9 PM 

PLEASE NOTE: The Great Neck Water Pollution Control District election on Tuesday, December 13, 2022  
will take place at our District headquarters, located at 236 East Shore Road, Great Neck.

VOTE:

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13

1 -  9 P.M.

AT 236 EAST SHORE ROAD
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From the Desk of Chairwoman Patty Katz

Looking back over the last year I wanted to report that thanks to the efforts of our entire team at  
the District, we will meet all of our goals for 2022.

The 3 major projects at the plant, that we received $12 million in grants for have been completed,  
on-time and on-budget, and as planned, are helping environmentally while saving taxpayer dollars.

We are 3 years into our 5-year Capital Plan to replace/upgrade 7 of our 10 Pump Stations. 
These upgrades will add capacity for anticipated growth on the peninsula.

Our commitment to the environment continues to grow with the addition of our new native bee and butterfly 
pollinator garden and our partnering with the State of New York to test for Covid19 and Polio viruses. Of course, 
we continue to hold our semiannual “Shed the Meds” events, and to date have collected over two tons of unused 
medications and tens of thousands of needles and other sharps.

None of this can be done without the dedication of our management and staff, so ably led by our Superintendent 
Chris Murphy. We are grateful for his and their dedication and for the high quality of service they offer our residents.

On behalf of my fellow Commissioners and the entire GNWPCD family, we wish you and your family and friends a 
happy, healthy, and safe holiday season and new year.

Sincerely,

Patty Katz, Chairwoman of the Great Neck Water Pollution Control District

    100-Year 

A

nniversary  Serving Great Neck Since 1914

Great Neck Water Pollution Control District
236 East Shore Road, Great Neck, NY 11023
www.gnwpcd.net

Board of Commissioners
Patty Katz, Chairwoman
Steve Reiter, Secretary
Jerry Landsberg, Treasurer
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